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CƛǊŜ /ƘƛŜŦΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ς Year in Review  

 
It is my pleasure to present the Denman Island Volunteer Fire Department Annual Report for 

2009. After 17 years on the department, it was my first full year as Fire Chief and I can best 

ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ άTraining ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ƘŜƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜέ. 

 

We started the year with an ambitious expansion of our training. Our goal was the completion 

of the Justice Institute accredited Basic Fire Fighting Certificate program for every member. The 

Basic Fire Fighting Certificate allows departments to demonstrate that their fire fighters possess 

the minimum fire fighting skills within NFPA 1001 identified by the Task Force to safely conduct 

fire ground operations. It was delivered through an in house training model under the more 

than capable guidance of our training officer, Bob Simons. Topics included Fire Fighter Safety, 

Personal Protection Equipment & Self Contained Breathing Apparatus, Rope and Knots, 

Ladders, Ventilation, Fire Hose, Fire Streams and Appliances, Water Supply and Fire Behaviour. 

To complete each module a practical test and written examination was required. 

The Basic Fire Fighting Certificate also allows for direct laddering or bridging into NFPA 1001 

Fire Fighter 1 certification by giving credit to Fire Fighter 1 subjects completed and evaluated 

through the Basic Certification process. The minimum delivery time for this program is 45 hours 

and from our experience that is somewhat optimistic. I am pleased to announce that the 

majority of the department has now completed this program and the remaining members are 

very close. 

 

It was also a year that we introduced mandatory training guidelines for not only fire fighters but 

also officers. These guidelines and training schedules and the entire Annual Report for 2009 can 

be viewed on our website at www.denmanfire.ca 

 

We also continue to update and upgrade our compliance with the regulations outlined in part 

31 of the WorkSafeBC regulations. In 2009 a number of areas were specifically addressed 

including but not limited to, managing and tracking firefighters at an emergency scene, 

managing stress arising from an emergency incident, providing for effective traffic control at 

emergency incidents, disaster planning and response, electrical emergencies, replacing and 

upgrading personal protective clothing and equipment, upgrading our respiratory protection 

http://www.denmanfire.ca/


ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ bCt! ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴǘ {/.!ΩǎΣ mandatory requirement for 

medical examination and firefighter  entry into buildings. 

 

Fund raising continues to be a key component for the fire department. From monies collected 

by boot drives and the auction, the department was able to raise over $20,000 to assist the 

Health Clinic move to its new location. Proceeds from the annual pancake breakfast and burger 

sales allowed us to purchase station wear uniforms for the entire department. 

 

At our annual awards and potluck dinner in December the following awards were presented: 

John Ralston ς George Ferry Memorial Award for Integrity and Excellence 

Francis Duchesne ς Junior Fire Fighter of the Year  

Steve Ireland / Jeremy Cartier ς Rookie Fire Fighter of the Year 

Keith Walker ς First Responder of the Year 

Alan Friesen ς Fire Fighter of the Year 

Special Award of Merit (service above and beyond) ς Bob Simons 

Special Thank You for Years of Service ς Neil Wilson 

 

With attendance at a record number of call outs in 2009 and an intensive and extended training 

schedule, the members of the Denman Island Volunteer Fire Department contributed long 

hours to the community of Denman Island. With that in mind, I ask you to join me in thanking 

these dedicated men and women who volunteer and train for new heights in excellence to 

respond to emergencies on Denman Island unselfishly at any time of the day or night, 365 days 

a year. 

 

L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ƻǳǊ ŀǳȄƛƭƛŀǊȅ ŦƛǊŜ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎΦ ²Ŝ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Don Luckett 

Fire Chief 
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DIVFD OFFICERS 

 

Fire Chief 

Don Luckett*  

 

Deputy Chief 

Rob Manering* 

 

Administration & Safety Officer 

John Ralston 

 

Training & Maintenance Officer 

Bob Simons* 

 

 



Assistant Training Officer 

Keith Walker* 

 

Fire Prevention and Auxiliary Officer 

Peter Marshall 

 

First Responder Officer 

Jamie Prowse* 

 

FIREFIGHTERS 

 

Jeremy Cartier*  

Thomas Diesch* 

Alan Friesen* 

Richard Green* 

Leigh Harrington 

Bethany Ireland (maternity leave) 

Steve Ireland 

Graeme Johnston* 

Hamish Kimmins 

Vali Majd* 

John McGillivray* 

John Roberts 

David Tweedie 

 

RADIO OPERATORS 

 

Len Fortier 

Tim Fuchs 

 

JUNIOUR FIRE FIGHTERS 

 

Francis Duchesne 

Cedar Hillberry 

Rowan Stewart 

 

*also First Responders 

 



AUXILIARY FIRE FIGHTERS 

 
 

 

 

 

AUXILARY 

Kevin Behrens 

Steve Carballeira 

Alan Danks 

Charlie Johnston 

John Kirk 

Dennis Lavalle 

Abbey  

 

 

 

 

 


